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new legal journal
published at the Law
School combines the
best of legal scholarship
with a real-world

perspective from a woman's poi nt
of view.
Called Circles, the journal was
conceived by students as a way to
put into context the "black-letter
law" they study in the classroom.
Its editors come both fro m the Law
School and from UB 's wome n's
studi es depart ment.
Far fro m the staid law reviews
that every la wyer is accustomed to
wading through, Circles promises
to take a li vely and energetic
approach to legal and social policy
issues.
" lt is law- re lated work, but
there will also be poetry, short
stories, and a1twork by women,"
said second-year student Joanne
Fuchs, one of the editors. " It's a
mi x of things. whic h I think ma kes
it really interesting and c reative."
The editors - a loose coalition
of in terested stude nts, including
some men - are review ing
submissio ns fo r the premiere iss ue,
whi ch they expect to publish in the
spring. Work was solicited through
a call for papers that was sent to
every law school and every
women's stud ies department in the
United States- nearl y 800
mail ings.
The submissions are electri c
and their subjects diverse. They
include:
'r- A first-hand account of a
rape victim's experie nce with the

legal system.
* A d iscussion of fe tal ti ssue
research, a matter of debate at the
fede ral level.
* A book review sectio n,
including a piece on fe male detecti ve
nove ls.
* Short fic tion o n domestic
violence.
* A piece on one wo men's
organi zation and how it dealt with the
issue of rac ism within the group.

Circles was born out of stude nts'
frustration wi th the limitations of
classroom study. Says second-year
student Carla Go ldstein, c hairperson o f
the jo urnal's I 0-me mbe r executi ve
board: " It reall y was an atte mpt to

allow women and men to com muni cate
about wome n in a non-traditi onal way,
and to read about wo me n in a nontraditio nal way. I don' t mean j ust
wome n, but wo men and the law.
" Law is a cha nging body over
time. The Constitution was written by
men, and in the 200-plus years since it
was writte n, its evolu tion has been
guided by men. The law itself has not
accounted fo r the needs o f women
until much more recently, and even as
it has started to. it does so from the
perspective of the male.
"The equality standard in the law
is. How is a woman li ke a man? as
opposed to. How can we give women

equ al opportuni ty a nd integrity to
men w ithout making the m be like
men?"
The name of the j ournal , Fuchs
said, came out of the editors' desire to
avoid the hie rarchy and rigidity that
cha racterize more traditional law
reviews. "Since this is about sharing
wome n' s perspecti ves, we reall y
thought tha t wasn' t what we wanted,"
she said. "There's not one person or
two people making all the decisions.
We try to keep an open dial ogue."
"The important thing about the
organizati on," said G oldstein, " is that
it reall y c uts across all ideological
Jines o f the Law School. A lot of the
groups at school don' t communi cate
with each other or do acti vities
togethe r. But they can all come
togethe r in Circles.
" And the community has been
very responsive. We' ve received
contributions from almo st all of the
very large firms in Buffalo."
A nother major donatio n came
fro m Da ni el Cha rny, the father of
199 1 graduate Natha ni el C hamy. The
e lder Cha rn y owns a com puter firm ,
Hi gh Tech Marketing, in E lmsford ,
N .Y. W he n he heard about
the j ournal be ing
established by frie nds o f
his so n, he donated a
custom-built comp ute r
system a nd laser printer.
"That cuts o ut an e ntire
process of deali ng w ith pri nters, and a
lot o f the costs," Go ldstein said.
Indi viduals inte rested in
subscribing or purc hasing a sampl e
issue of Circles may inqu ire at Box
36, John Lord O'Brian Hall ,
University at Buffalo School of Law,
Buffalo, N.Y. 14260 .
Said Fuchs: "Law is th in king in
cateoories
and boxes, in a rigid way.
0
The re are a lot of other thi ngs that go
into what the law is and the way it
should be. Circles came out of that
perspective. Everyone has a d ifferent
perspective on what it means to
them. " •

